Public Comments Submitted to the Boston Region MPO

June 4, 2026

The following written comments were submitted to the MPO during the public review of the FFYs
2027-31 Transportation Improvement Program:

o Project #tMWRTA011707- MetroWest RTA-Blandin Hub Operations and Maintenance
Expansion-Construction
o Letter in support from Senate President Karen E. Spilka (pages 2-3)
o Letter in support from State Representatives Kate Hogan, Jack Patrick Lewis, Priscila
Sousa, and Danielle Gregoire (page 4)
o Letter in support from City of Framingham, Mayor Charlie Sisitsky (page 5)
o Letterin support from 495/MetroWest Partnership (page 6)
e Project #608594- Weston- Reconstruction on Route 30
o Letter in support from Weston resident (pages 7-8)
e Letter from 495/MetroWest Partnership regarding several TIP projects (pages 9-13)



The Commontuealth of Massachusetts
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

StaTE Housg, Room 332
Boston, MA 02133-1053
SENATOR KAREN E. SPiLka (617) 722-1500
D
PRESIDENT KAREN.SPILKA@MASENATE.GOV
Second Middlesex and Norfolk District WwwWW.MASENATE.GOV

May 11, 2026

Mr. David Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Mr. Mohler:

I write to express my strong support for the MetroWest Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA)
Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling Facility construction project. This project is
currently funded by the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) FFY 2027-
2031 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). I ask that the MPO join me in supporting $25
million in federal funds for the initial design and construction of this state-of-the-art facility.

The MWRTA’s Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling Facility Construction Project
represents a critical investment in the continued growth and long-term sustainability of public
transportation services throughout the MetroWest region of Massachusetts. MWRTA’s facility
will accommodate a growing fleet of fully accessible, larger-capacity, heavy-duty transit
vehicles. Following initial design and construction, the MWRTA will be well-positioned to pilot
a wide range of low and no-emissions propulsion types for its fleet, including battery electric and
hydrogen fuel cell technology. An expanded fleet of cleaner, greener vehicles will allow
MWRTA to address seating capacity concerns along key routes, while promoting more
sustainable, efficient operations.

In line with the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Long-Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP), Destination 2050, the MWRTA remains committed to accelerating
mobility and reducing harmful greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions through safe, reliable, and
accessible public transportation services. I request that you join me in support of the additional
funds required to complete the MWRTA’s Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling
Facility construction project.



Sincerely,

Senate President Karen E. Spilka
Middlesex & Norfolk



THE GENERAL COURT OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1053

May 15, 2026

David Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Mr. Mohler:

As the state representatives for the City of Framingham, we would like to express our support for the
MetroWest Regional Transit Authority’s (MWRTA'’s) Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling
Facility Construction Project. We appreciate that the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) has allocated funds to this project in the FY27-31 TIP, and we ask for your support in providing
the full request of $25MM in federal funds.

The MWRTA’s network of fixed routes, demand response, MicroTransit (MT), and commuter shuttle
services functions as a vital resource for numerous residents and visitors throughout the MetroWest
region. The $25 Million in federal funds will allow for the full-scale design and construction of a state-of-
the-art facility which will be fully equipped to maintain and fuel MWRTA'’s current fleet, including a
growing number of fully accessible, heavy-duty transit vehicles. This facility will also support the future
pilot of low-and no-emissions propulsion types, including battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell
technologies.

We continue to stand with the MWRTA and its member communities in their ongoing efforts to foster
more sustainable neighborhoods and improve quality of life for residents and visitors. MWRTA’s Vehicle
Maintenance and Fueling Facility Construction Project directly aligns with these efforts by supporting
the infrastructure required to expand vehicle and seating capacity while reducing emissions per
passenger mile throughout the public transportation system. We welcome the Boston Region MPO to
join us in supporting the additional funds required to ensure the completion of this critical initiative.

Sincerely,

Low I sl FEELL- DN e

Kate Hogan,
State Representative Jack Patrick Lewis Priscila Sousa Danielle Gregoire

Speaker Pro Tempore State Representative State Representative State Representative
374 Middlesex District 7th Middlesex District Sixth Middlesex District ~ 4th Middlesex District



CITY OF FRAMINGHAM

Charlie J. Sisitsky 508-532-5401 MEMORIAL BUILDING
Mayor mayor @framinghamma.gov 150 Concord Street, Room 213
www.framinghamma.gov Framingham, MA 01702

Michael A. Tusino lll
Chief Operating Officer

May 8, 2026

David Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Mr. Mohler:

The City of Framingham has been pleased to join forces with the MetroWest Regional Transit
Authority (MWRTA) to maintain and expand the availability of safe, reliable, and accessible
public transportation services throughout our community. | write in support of the MWRTA’s
Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling Facility Construction Project, currently funded as
part of the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (MPO) Draft FFY2027-2031
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

The City of Framingham respectfully requests the allocation of the full request, which is $25
Million in Federal Funds, for this project. These funds will ensure the full buildout of the facility
and will allow the MWRTA to acquire the infrastructure necessary to maintain and fuel its
expanding fleet of fully accessible, larger-capacity transit vehicles. Construction activities will
also support the future pilot of promising low-and no-emissions propulsion types, including
battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell technologies.

Through our collaborative partnership, the City of Framingham and the MWRTA are committed
to accelerating innovative initiatives designed to enhance the reliability and efficiency of critical
public transportation services. | am proud to support MWRTA's efforts to reduce vehicle
e\missions per passenger mile and promote more sustainable, livable communities. | encourage
the Boston MPO to join us in support of the additional funds required to undertake the
MWRTA's Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling Facility Construction Project.

Charlie Sisitsky, Mayor
City of Framingham



495/ METROWEST

PARTNERSHIP WesTaoRouGH, MA o156
. : 774760-0495
Leaders for Regional Prosperity 495PARTNERSHIP.ORG

May 8, 2026

Mr. David Mohler, Chair

Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Mr. Mohler,

The 495/MetroWest Partnership is committed to partnering with local and regional transportation
organizations as they cultivate more livable communities through expanded service offerings. The
MetroWest Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA), providing public transportation services within 17
MetroWest cities and towns, has developed innovative solutions designed to enhance transit equity while
reducing the region’s dependence on fossil fuels.

The 495/MetroWest Partnership is excited to coordinate with the MWRTA on its Heavy-Duty Vehicle
Maintenance and Fueling Facility construction project, currently funded in the draft FY27-31 TIP. By funding
the full $25 Million Federal Funds request, it will allow for the initial design and construction of this first-of-
its-kind facility. Following the completion of this phase, the MWRTA will be well-positioned to maintain and
fuel its diverse fleet of transit vehicles, while piloting a wide range of propulsion types, including battery
electric and hydrogen fuel cell technology. In line with our priorities for improved regional transit services,
the MWRTA's modern heavy-duty Vehicle Maintenance and Fueling Facility will support ongoing efforts to
increase vehicle and seating capacity throughout key routes and reduce vehicle emissions per passenger
mile in order to promote a more sustainable and accessible public transit system.

As the number of employers and residents within the region continues to increase, the 495/MetroWest
Partnership’s continued collaboration with the MWRTA will ensure the availability of robust public transit
services in line with local climate and clean transportation goals. We hope you will join us in support of the
full $25 Million in federal funding required to ensure the full buildout of MWRTA’s Heavy-Duty Vehicle
Maintenance and Fueling Facility.

Sincerely,

Jason Palitsch
Executive Director
The 495/MetroWest Partnership

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: ACTON | ASHLAND | BELLINGHAM | BERLIN | BOLTON | BOXBOROUGH | FOXBOROUGH | FRAMINGHAM | FRANKLIN | GRAFTON
HARVARD | HOLLISTON | HOPEDALE | HOPKINTON | HUDSON | LITTLETON | MARLBOROUGH | MAYNARD | MEDFIELD | MEDWAY | MILFORD | MiLLis | NATICK | NORFOLK
NORTHBOROUGH | PLAINVILLE | SHERBORN | SHREWSBURY | SOUTHBOROUGH | STOW | SUDBURY | UPTON | WAYLAND | WESTBOROUGH | WESTFORD | WRENTHAM




May 28, 2026

Ethan Lapointe

Transportation Improvement Program Manager
Commonwealth of Massachusetts

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150

Boston, MA 02116

Via email to: elapointe@ctps.org

RE: Weston, Mass. Route 30 Reconstruction Project # 608594

Dear Mr. Lapointe:

| am a resident near to Route 30, or South Ave as itis commonly called, in Weston, Mass. |
have reviewed the plans and presentations provided to interested parties for Project
#608594 (the “Project”). | am writing to express strong support for the Project. Currently, far
too many (likely the bulk of) residents in Weston are effectively cut-off from pedestrian and
bike access by virtue of the lack of safe connectivity along Route 30. This Project will
succeed in adding a vital segment to a desired level of local and regional connectivity for
non-automotive users, while also overhauling the road itself, creating proper shoulder and
lane widths—enhancing auto safety. This plan is a real roads-for-all approach.

This Project will provide true public transportation options as well as safe routes to local
destinations via foot or pedal for a large number of Weston residents. When considering
recent and planned connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists (e.g., street enhancements
along Park Road), this planned Project could create true, safe interconnectivity to the MBTA
Green Line Riverside Station, to the Commuter Rail Station at both Brandeis / Roberts (to
North Station), and to the commuter Rail Station at Auburndale (to South Station). Further,
the Project creates direct interconnectivity to heavily-traveled Weston destinations (such
as the middle school and high school) and indirectly to all the destinations on Alphabet
Lane (such as Memorial Pool, all the elementary schools, the library and the Council on
Aging). Finally, this Project creates much more feasible access for pedestrians and
bicylists to other nearby recreational destinations, such as DCR’s Leo J. Martin (e.g., for
cross country skiing in winter), to Paddle Boston (for summer kayaking) and to the Charles
River Link Trail (which itself is more than 16 miles of protect trails).

This is a good plan with apparent attention to detail in the design. There are thoughtful
plans to calm traffic, make safer a number of complicated intersections and to connect
bikers and walkers from north and south of Route 30. The protected crosses, signaled



intersections, islands and so forth show a true commitment to making the Project
accessible to all nearby residents. The road has been shifted to take advantage of natural
wider areas as well as to ease changes in grade.

The concerns voiced by many directly impacted property owners are not without merit.’
That said, even after accounting for those concerns, the benefits overall to the residents of
the Town and residents of the Commonwealth in the form of safe and secure pedestrian
and bicyclist access along with improved auto travel seem to greatly outweigh individual
impacts. Further, those individual impacts, while real, are likely temporary. Studies have
clearly shown that property owners with adjacent and direct access to protected shared us
paths have experienced more growth in property values than those nearby without such
directly-adjacent amenity.

Itis probable, further, that the true value of adjacency to a protected shared use path will
not be realized until the entirety of a network has been completed. This Projectis a very
important step in creating that network effect — by completing some networks (e.g., access
to both school clusters) and by completing an important segment of to-be-finished
networks (e.g., completing access to Newton’s Commonwealth Avenue protected bike and
pedestrian path).

I recommend moving as quickly as possible in completing the design, actively engagingin
the bidding and negotiations phase and moving the Project forward to construction. |
strongly support the Project.

Sincerely,

Matthew Picarsic
15 Ware Street, Weston, Mass.

"The concerns voiced by non-direct abutters seem to be misguided, if not stemming from misinformation.















e S13074 Sherborn — Improvements on Route 27 and Route 16, Sherborn Town Center
Improvements (Village Way to Coolidge Street)

e S13078 Sherborn — Intersection Improvements at Route 16 and Maple Street

e 513084 Sherborn — Upper Charles River Trail Extension to Framingham City Line

e 613096 Stow — Assabet River Rail Trail Construction

e 608497 Wrentham — Resurfacing and Related Work on Route 1

e S13075 Wrentham — Route 140 and Eagle Dam

e S13076 Wrentham — Wrentham Center Improvements

e S13079 Wrentham — Intersection Improvements at Randall Road and Route 1A

e S13080 Wrentham — Intersection Improvements at Route 1A Green Street and High Street

e 513081 Wrentham — Intersection Improvements at Route 1 and Hawes Street

e S13082 Wrentham — Intersection Improvements at Route 1A and Route 12

The Partnership is pleased to see 610676 Wrentham — Intersection Improvements on Route 1A at North
and Winter Street, previously on the TIP Universe of Projects, receiving funding on this year's TIP. We
would also like to express our concern for the removal of 604862 Bellingham — Ramp Construction &
Relocation, 1-495 at Route 126 (Hartford Avenue) from the MPO's list of unprogrammed projects.

Finally, the Partnership applauds continued funding, as planned, for project 607977 Hopkinton &
Westborough — Reconstruction of Interstate 90/Interstate 495 Interchange. This initiative had been a
major priority of our organization for over a decade; we, and our stakeholders, continue to be pleased
with the pace of the project. We are deeply appreciative of the work by the MPO, MassDOT, District 3,
as well as contractors and other staff who have made this initiative a success thus far. We look forward
to celebrating the completion of this important effort in 2028.

We thank you for your consideration of these comments. Should you have any questions or require
any additional information, please contact me at any time, (774)-760-0495 or by email at
jason@495partnership.org.

Sincerely,

Jason“Palitsch
Executive Director
The 495/MetroWest Partnership
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