Table C-2
Public Comments Received During the 30-Day Public Review Period for the FFYs 2027-31 TIP

Municipality / Support / Oppose /
Project Affiliation Request / Concern Comment

Letter of support for the MetroWest Regional Transit
Authority (MWRTA) Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance
and Fueling Facility construction project in the FFYs

MWRTAO011707- MetroWest RTA-Blandin
Hub Operations and Maintenance Karen E. Spilka Senate President Support
Expansion-Construction

20272-31 TIP.
: Letter of support for the MetroWest Regional Transit
MWRTAO011707- MetroWest RTA-Blandin o' SUph ~egiona
) . . 495/MetroWest Authority (MWRTA) Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance
Hub Operations and Maintenance Jason Palitsch : Support , o : L
: : Partnership and Fueling Facility construction project in the FFYs
Expansion-Construction 20272-31 TIP

Letter of support for the MetroWest Regional Transit

MWRTAD11707- MetroWest RTA-Blandin Authority (MWRTA) Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance

Mayor of the City of

El)l:baggiirna_’t(l;):ss?:itli\gilntenance Charlie Sisitsky Framingham Support and Fueling Facility construction project in the FFYs
P 20272-31 TIP.
Kate Hogan, Jack Letter of support for the MetroWest Regional Transit

MWRTAO011707- MetroWest RTA-Blandin
Hub Operations and Maintenance
Expansion-Construction

Patrick Lewis, Priscila
Sousa, Danielle

Authority (MWRTA) Heavy-Duty Vehicle Maintenance

State Representative | Support and Fueling Facility construction project in the FFYs

Gregoire 20272-31 TIP.
608594- Weston- Reconstruction on Route Matthew Picarsic Weston Support Letter of support for Weston, Mass. Route 30
30 PP Reconstruction Project #608594.
FFYs 27-31 TIP, several projects Jason Palitsch 495/MetroWest Support/Concern Letter regarding several TIP projects Full letter available

Partnership in Compiled Public Comments Document
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	#607981 McGrath Reconstruction
	Philip Hood
	Somerville resident
	Oppose
	Subject: McGrath "Resurfacing" and proposed McGrath BoulovardAfter driving home through the disaster that the state has made of the McGrath highway in Somerville.  I was struck with one thought. "What idiot designed this mess." Not only has a lane been removed, but lanes are not lined up from one side of an intersection to the other, lanes disappear right after an intersection, markings are inadequate to non-existent. To think this is the result of a "resurfacing" project.  Basically you lied to the public 
	#607329 Lynnfield-Wakefiled Rail Trail Extension Project
	Rob Dolan
	Lynnfield
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Lynnfield/Wakefield Rail Trail project and benefits for Lynnfield, Wakefield, and the North Shore subregion. Stated the project will be ready for construction in 2026.
	#609204 Belmont Community Path
	Patrice Garvin
	Belmont
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Belmont Community Path project and discussed the town's ongoing support for the project and the project's benefits to the town. Stated that design funding has been approved at Town Meeting. 
	#609204 Belmont Community Path
	Glenn Clancy
	Belmont
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Belmont Community path project. Discussed the current state of design for the project and stated that the work is on track for its TIP programming with expected 75% design in June of 2024 and expected construction in 2026/
	#607981 McGrath Reconstruction
	Brad Rawson
	Somerville
	Support 
	Spoke in support of the McGrath Boulevard project. Discussed a recent community meeting on the project which was well-attended and successful. Spoke of the project's regional importance and local support.
	#605168 Hingham Improvements on Rt 3A
	JR Frey
	Hingham
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Hingham Rt 3A improvement project. Noted the project remains on track for TIP programming and expected construction in 2026.
	FFYs 25-29 TIP Project application - MWRTA 
	Jim Nee
	MWRTA
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Transit Transformation Program and the MWRTA's application for funding.for procurement of new buses
	#609204 Belmont Community Path
	Senator WIll Brownsberger
	Suffolk and Middlesex district
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Belmont Community Path project and noted the project's significance and benefit to the town and region
	#609204 Belmont Community Path
	Roy Epstein
	Belmont
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Belmont Community Path project and noted the project's significance and benefit to the town and region and the project's local support
	#609204 Belmont Community Path
	Patrice Garvin
	Belmont
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Belmont Community Path project and noted the project's significance and benefit to the town and region and the project's local support
	#609437 Salem Boston St Improvements
	Dominick Pangallo
	Salem
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Boston Street Improvements project in Salem and urged the MPO not to delay the project past FFY2027.
	#610823 Quincy Intersection Improvements at Willard 
	Allie Ruel
	Quincy
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Quincy Intersection Improvements at Willard Street and Ricciuti Drive project application
	 #612738 Ipswich Argilla Rd Ecological Tidal 
	Cynthia Dittbrenner
	Statewide
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Ipswich Argilla Road project and its benefits for resilience and safety
	#609437 Salem Boston St Improvements
	David Kucharsky
	Salem
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Boston Street Improvements project in Salem and noted that the city is actively working on the project.
	 #610662 Woburn Roadway & Intersection 
	John Cashell
	Woburn
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Woburn downtown improvement project. Apologized for the town's past delays on advancing the project and stated that new town leadership and staff is strongly committed to moving the project forward as a priority. Advocated for the project to not be deprogrammed from the FFYs 25-29 TIP.
	#613319 Sudbury-Framingham Bike Path 
	Marcia Rassmussen
	Sudbury
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 3 project in Sudbury and Framingham and advocated for the project.
	#610662 Woburn Roadway & Intersection 
	Mike Concannon
	Woburn
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Woburn downtown improvement project. Spoke of Woburn's commitment to the project and its status as a top priority for new town leadership. Advocated for the project to remain on the FFYs 25-29 TIP.
	#612738 Ipswich Argilla Rd Ecological Tidal 
	Cynthia Dittbrenner
	Statewide
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Ipswich Argilla Road project and advocated for the funding scenario that programs the project in the FFYs 25-29 TIP.  Discussed the environmental concerns and urgent resilience needs in the project area which the project would address. Spoke of the congressional support for the project. Discussed project scoring and noted that while the project did not score points for bicycle and pedestrian facilities due to environmental permitting issues barring such facilities in the project area
	Community Connections
	FFYs 25-29 TIP Project #613319 Sudbury-
	Marcia Rasmussen
	Sudbury
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Sudbury Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 3 project. Spoke of the project's significance as a regional connector. Advocated for the funding scenario that programs the project in the FFYs 25-29 TIP.
	Jim Nee
	MWRTA
	Support
	Dear Boston MPO & CTPS Staff,Hello, my name is Jim Nee, Administrator for the MetroWest Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA), and I am writing to you today in support of Newton in Motion's (NewMo) scope change via Amendment 3 to the 2024-2028 TIP. As a fellow member of the Boston MPO region, and a provider of MicroTransit services, I think that the MWRTA is uniquely positioned to comment on the requested change, and the need for flexibility in program scopes. As we all know, MicroTransit exists as a new mode 
	CC Project S12125 - Newton Microtransit Service (NewMo)
	Shi Shi and Cyrus (students)
	Newton/ 8th Grade civics students - Bigelow Middle School, Newton
	Concern/ Oppose
	NOTE: I am an 8th grade Civics teacher at Bigelow Middle School in Newton. I am forwarding this message in the hopes that you can respond soon to support their efforts. Thank you! (Students cannot receive emails from outside the school district, so I must send on their behalf.)Dear Mr Lapointe,We are a group of 8th grade civics students, we are writing to express our concerns regarding the NewMo services, which are currently only available to elderly citizens. We have confidence that students and the genera
	FFY 2025 Project Design Pilot
	Hudson MA Central Rail Trail Extension Design Only
	Christina Johnson
	Hudson
	Support
	Spoke in support of the TIP project design pilot. Discussed the challenges for smaller municipalities in funding design costs, and noted the benefits of the pilot. Spoke in support of Hudson't application for design funding for the Hudson connection of the MCRT project. Encouraged the MPO to support smaller municipalities' applications in the TIP process.
	Framingham Chris Walsh Rail Trail (Phase 2) Design 
	Sarkis Sarkisian
	Framingham
	Support
	Spoke in support of the TIP project design pilot. Spoke in support of Framingham's application for design funding for the Chris Walsh Rail Trail project in Framingham and its interconnections to other trail networks and destinations.
	Hudson MCRT Extension Project Design application
	Pam Helinek
	Hudson
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Hudson Mass Centrail Rail Trail Extension project and its application for design funding. Stated that the town is working on a pre-25% design study, has local support, and noted the project's benefit in continuing and creating trail connections. 
	Cambridge New Bridge and Shared-Use Path 
	Charles Creagh
	Cambridge 
	Request
	Spoke about the Cambridge project design funding application for the new bridge and shared-use path connection over the MBTA Fitchburg Line at Daheny Park project. Stated that Cambridge obtained an RCN funding award that may cover design costs. Requested that the project be moved to construction funding in the outer years of the FFYs 25-29 TIP. 
	Sherborn Reconstruction of Rt 27 & Rt 16 Design 
	James Arena-DeRosa
	8th Middlesex district (Holliston, 
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Rt 16/126 project in Sherborn and advocated for the project to receive design funding in the FFYs 25-29 TIP. Stated his appreciation for the MPO's support for smaller municipalities in the region.
	Norfolk-Wrentham-Walpole Shared-Use Path 
	Zack McKeever
	Norfolk
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Metacomet Greenway design project and advocated for its inclusion in the FFYs 25-29 TIP.
	Hudson Massachusetts Central Rail Trail Extension 
	Kristina Johnson
	Hudson
	Support/ Concern
	Spoke about the project prioritization process, particularly regarding project design pilot applications. Thanked the MPO for creating the project design pilot program and spoke of the program's expected benefits, especially for smaller municipalities. Advocated for the inclusion of the MA Centrail Rail Trail design project in the FFYs 25-29 TIP despite its relatively low score, and raised concerns about whether scoring accurately reflects expected local and regional benefits of some smaller projects like t
	Framingham Rt 126/135 grade Crossing Elimination 
	Eric Johnson
	Framingham
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Framingham project included in the Destination 2050 LRTP. Advocated for the project to be funded in the FFYs 25-29 TIP through the 2026 LRTP Project Design category. Discussed the project's regional benefits including to economic development and the critical nature of the rail crossing involved in the project. Discussed the public outreach already undertaken and expected to continue during the design process.
	Marlborough Reconstruction of Granger Boulevard 
	Tom DiPersio
	Marlborough
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Granger Boulevard/Rt 20 design project in Marlborough. Discussed the project's local and environmental justice benefits. Advocated for the project's inclusion in the FFYs 25-29 TIP.
	Burlington Intersection Improvements at Rt 3A & Winn 
	Melisa Tintocalis
	Burlington
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Burlington design project and advocated for its inclusion in the FFYs 25-29 TIP. Discussed the different contexts in the suburban municipalities of the MPO region, and the importance of transportation investments to support transit-oriented development and economic development in those municipalities that ultimately benefits the entire region.
	Malden Rt 60 Improvements Design project (FFYs 25-29 TIP application)
	Yan Lip
	Malden
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Malden Rt 60 Complete Streets design project and advocated for its inclusion in the FFYs 25-29 TIP.
	Lexington Rt 4/225 Bedford/Hartwell Ave Interchange project (Destination 2050 LRTP; FFYs 25-29 TIP 2026 LRTP design)
	Michelle Ciccolo
	15th Middlesex district (Lexington, Woburn, Winchester)
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Rt 4/225 Bedford/Hartwell Ave complete streets reconstruction project included in the Destination 2050 LRTP. Advocated for the project to be funded in the FFYs 25-29 TIP through the 2026 LRTP Project Design category. Discussed the project's local and regional benefits, and the need to advance project design in tandem with other local transportation efforts.
	General / Process
	Julia Wallerce
	MAPC
	Request
	Suggest creating educational materials about the TIP, investment programs, how to initiate projects; especially for small municipalities with limited capacity
	Rob King
	Brookline
	Request
	Request more information about the project design pilot
	Taber Keally, Josh Lee
	Milton
	Concern
	Significant barrier to initiating projects in the TIP is getting them to 25% design. Internal engineering lacks capacity and external is too expensive
	Steve Olanoff
	Westwood
	Concern
	Relatively small projects that are too expensive for the town but too small for the TIP are a challenge and barrier (i.e. traffic lights)
	Karen Dumaine
	NVTMA
	Concern
	Grant writing capacity is a barrier to going after grants to supplement or fund smaller priorities/projects. Considering a grant writer shared across commuinties
	Marzie Galazka
	Swampscott
	Request
	Swampscott Rail Trail - have put up 25% design, moving forward they anticipate some ROW acquisition challenges, can the design pilot help fund costs beyond the 25%- up to 80 (such as ROW) for projects that have already begun?
	Sarah Scott 
	MAPC/ Regionwide
	Request
	Can munis just submit a project and you decide what program it falls into, or do they need to apply to a specific program?
	Katrina O'Leary
	Middleton
	Request
	Question about maintenance projects - resurfacing project on 114 - at what point does the state say we need to start adding sidewalks? does that have to be its own project or can it be easily added on?
	Kristin Kassner
	NSTF Munis/ MA Rep. 2nd Essex
	Request
	Process to get a project on the TIP - design reqs (25%) vs more iterative - and how a project actually does get on the TIP, broadly?
	Sharief Jackson
	NSTF munis
	Request
	Connecting TIP to housing and senior housing needs?
	Chris Diiorio
	Hull
	Request
	How to get a project started when it's a muni priority but state assets?
	Susi Hofmeister
	Scituate
	Request
	Scituate has a bicycle commission that is looking at installing more bike racks in key locations around the town - would that be TIP eligible? 
	Chris Diiorio
	Hull
	Request
	CTPS did a study and provided Hull various intersection improvement project options. Is CTPS staff available to help the town decide which option is best? Or can we apply for design funding with multiple options in our app?
	Kristina Johnson
	Hudson
	Concern
	Design pilot funding for the town of Hudson to help us advance projects. As  a small Town, it's difficult to build a funding strategy to get a design through MassDOT.
	Jennifer Glass
	Lincoln
	Request/ Concern
	Question re project design pilot - we are a 3A commuter rail town working on zoning proposals, and our largest barrier is capacity. We have a 2 person planning dept and most of our time is working on zoning and housing development right now. we're one of the stations that isn't accessible and we know we would like it to be, we have the potential for housing connections, is this the stage where we could come to you to help us start visioning some work on the station? or do we need to do more work before we c
	Kristina Johnson
	Hudson
	Concern
	We tend to shy away from federally-aided projects because there is zero staff capacity.  Hudson's Planning Department is only three. I feel lincoln's pain!
	Travis Ahern
	Holliston
	Request
	We have a project that I think could fit here, the question is that the design is really old, 2008-2010 - we had the predecessor of MassDevelopment help with the design - would this design still qualify even though it's old to get a project into the pipeline and move it forward? 
	Kristina Johnson
	Hudson
	Support
	Municipalities should get to know the MassDOT District planning staff. They can assist you with project scoping. Shout out to MassDOT D3 office--terrific planning staff.
	Rachel Benson
	Wrentham
	Concern
	Largest barriers to advancing projects - our community doesn't get much support from D5, they won't talk to us much unless we've already advanced a design, which is costly.
	Rachel Benson
	Wrentham
	Concern
	We have to use our Ch. 90 funding to pay for design and engineering for projects on state owned roadways - that seems counterintuitive, and comes out of a very limited pot of funding
	Rachel Benson
	Wrentham
	Request
	Has MassDOT or the MPO thought about doing a one-stop grant info center where we can see different funding available and what we might be eligible for?
	Amy Love
	Franklin 
	Concern
	for Franklin, our DPW/engineering dept initiates and manages transportation and roadway projects/efforts, sometimes planning isn't fully aware
	Jeremy Thompson
	Medway 
	Request
	Same in Medway, DPW initiates and manages projects, and COA works with the RTAs. Would be great to hear from the MPO about the process and what's available through CC
	Rachel Benson
	Wrentham
	Request
	Is there a website that has all of the grants and funding opportunities available (TIP and beyond?)
	Rachel Benson
	Wrentham
	Request
	Walpole, Wrentham, and a few other communities (6 total) are planning to apply for design pilot funding for the Metacomet Greenway project 
	Josh Ostroff
	Newton
	Support
	Discussed successful examples of MWRTA CatchConnect and NewMo microtransit services. Suggested that in the future, municipalities could improve by further engaging and creating partnerships with transit-dependent populations.
	Kurt Marden
	Boxborough resident
	Oppose
	I received a request for comments regarding TIP amendment #5 for the 2024-2028. I took the opportunity to review all of the proposed budgets for expenditures on rail-trails. I find it remarkable and incredibly irresponsible that the MPO feels justified on carrying at least $80 million dollars of rail trail projects considering the widely acknowledged climate crisis. The projects that were actually scored (and I question the objectivity of the scoring) are very low in actually reducing the state's GHG emissi
	Franny Osman
	RTAC - Acton resident
	Request
	When towns have limited capacity to advance projects it is very important for the MPO to assist.
	AnaCristina Fragoso
	RTAC - Boston Society of Civil Engineers
	Support
	Asked about and voiced support for weighting whether new [design pilot] projects come from communities that have not had a project in the TIP in many years
	John McQueen
	RTAC - WalkMassachusetts
	Support
	Spoke in support of the Bruce Freeman Rail Trail Phase 3 project.
	Brad Rawson
	Somerville
	Support
	Spoke in support of the board's consideration of projects as well as process improvements for the TIP
	Brad Rawson
	Somerville
	Request
	Encouraged municipalities and project proponents to stay engaged with the MPO and the TIP cycle for the long term, and not only during the project programming decision-making period. Noted that the next TIP development cycle will be starting in the fall, with fiscal challenges similar to the current cycle expected. Discussed the importance of coalition-building and regional and subregional collaboration throughout the TIP development process.




