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Community:  Arlington 

 

Chief Elected Official:  Clarissa Rowe, Chair, Board of Selectmen 

 

(Suggestions include a brief statement of qualifications; comments on the importance of 

transportation to the region; and expectations for the Metropolitan Planning 

Organization) 

 

 

The Town of Arlington is interested in representing the region’s municipalities on the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO), as one of two At-large Town MPO 

members.  The Town of Arlington has participated in MPO board decision-making for 

the past two years, through its participation in the Regional Transportation Advisory 

Council (RTAC).  As chair of RTAC, Arlington’s Senior Planner Laura Wiener has been 

involved in MPO deliberations and decisions. 

 

Arlington’s Selectmen Chair Clarissa Rowe is a landscape architect and planner, with 36 

years of experience in urban design and planning.  She is co-owner of the landscape 

architecture firm Brown, Richardson, & Rowe.  As a selectman, she has taken the lead on 

issues related to land use and transportation, including the redesign of Mass. Ave. in 

Arlington.  That project involves making Mass. Ave. into a complete street that 

accommodates pedestrians, transit users, bike riders and drivers.  She strongly supports 

good urban design, regional planning and economic development, and strategic use of 

limited public resources.   

 

Arlington will support transportation planning that supports smart growth by encouraging 

development where infrastructure already exists, and discouraging it in undeveloped and 

environmentally sensitive locations.  Arlington strongly supports public transit and 

strategic highway and road improvements to promote economic development.    

 

The MPO will need to continue to work smarter, in order to make the best use of severely 

limited resources.  That includes making small changes that can open up bottlenecks, and 

open up important areas for growth.   

 

 



















MPO Statement of Candidacy 

(250 Word Limit) 

Community: City of Newton 

Chief Elected Official: Mayor Setti D. Warren 

(Suggestions include a brief statement of qualifications; comments on the importance of 

transportation to the region; and expectations for the Metropolitan Planning Organization) 

 Mayor of Newton, 2010 – current 

 Chair, U.S. Conference of Mayors' Community Development and Housing Committee,  

2010-current 

 Tour of duty in Iraq as a Navy Intelligence Specialist, 2007-2008  

 Deputy State Director for the Office of Sen. Kerry in Massachusetts, 2005-2007  

 National Trip Director for Senator Kerry’s presidential campaign, 2003-2004  

 Founding Member of the Newton Community Preservation Committee, 2002  

 New England Director of FEMA, 1999-2000  

 Special Assistant in the Office of Cabinet Affairs, 1996 

The City of Newton brings the following strengths to the MPO: 

 A proven commitment to the MPO and its subcommittees  

 Knowledge of the MPO process, transportation projects across the region, and funding 

realities  

 The ability to help address divergent interests and develop consensus among the 

municipalities in the region 

 Support for the renewal of the federal gas tax in addition to the federal infrastructure 

bank, proposed by Senators Kerry and Hutchinson  

An increasingly diverse and nearly built-out City of over 85,000, Newton is characterized by a 

patchwork of 13 Village Centers and has always been defined by water, rail and highway 

corridors.  The City’s Comprehensive Plan places great value in an active and constructive role 

in regional planning.  As an elected member of the MPO since 1997, Newton has always 

recognized that each transportation decision impacts the health of our entire region, and has 

based its votes on the practicality and readiness of each project, environmental justice and 

geographic equity.    

I sincerely look forward to continuing to serve on the Boston Region MPO and can assure you of 

Newton’s commitment to a regional vision and mutual cooperation in the decision-making 

process. 
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